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ing effect and creates in the minds of outsiders a belief that the 
affected community has conditions well in hand and is capable of 
controlling the epidemic. Publicity seems to show confidence on the 
part of the affected community and to produce confidence in others. 



DIFFICULTIES IN OBTAINING AGES. 

POPULAR IGNORANCE AND CARELESSNESS REGARDING ONE'S BIRTHDAY AND AGE. 

By C. W. Stiles, Professor of Zoology, Hygienic Laboratory, United States Public Health Service. 

Kecently, during a study of about 5,000 school children, whites and 
negroes, in counties X and Z, the point was brought out very strik- 
ingly that there is a very great carelessness or ignorance among 
school children in reference to their age and birthday. 

Still more striking, this ignorance was not entirely absent from the 
parents. 

Were the question of child labor in the mills at issue, discrepancies 
in data given in answer to questions would be expected, but the 
study involved school children who had no possible ground for decep- 
tion and they knew I was their friend, hence they had no reason to 
fear mo. 

A few instances of the many cases that came to notice may be cited 
with profit. 

If a child is asked his or her jiga the reply may cover the age at the 
last or at the nest birthday. There seems to be no rule in regard to 
this point. If the question asks specifically for the rge at last birth- 
day, the rge at next birthday will frequently be given. 

High-school white pupils, even in the junior and senior years, have 
given me two or even throe different ages and it has been impossible 
for me to determine the correct age. 

One boy of about 10 years assured me that he was "8, going on 12." 

Girls of 15 have claimed to be 13 to 17 years old. 

The question arises: Is a lack of knowledge of one's age a sign of 
lack of mentality? My experience would lead me to assume that 
while mental defectives and very young children may not know their 
year-age, no reliable conclusion as to mentality can be drawn, predi- 
cated upon this point, for among the many instances that have come 
to my notice was one in which a university graduate signed an oath 
as 3 years younger than the records showed him to be. This man 
acted in good faith and held to this point until the proof was pro- 
duced that he was in error. 

When children are asked the day of their birthday, correct answers 
will be obtained from the majority, but in my experience it is a 
common matter for a school pupil (even a high-school pupil in some 
cases) not to know either the day or the month of his or her birth. 
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If, now, a pupil is asked for his or her age at last birthday and 
answers correctly, and i3 then requested to give the year of birth, 
it is positively astonishing how large a percentage of children — 
even high-school pupils — will give erroneous answers. More than 
that, if parents are asked for the age and birthday, month and year, 
of their children, relatively few fathers can give correct answers, as 
far as my experience goes, and many mothers can not answer ques- 
tions correctly. 

A very small percentage of high-school children or even of adults 
seem to know the age or birth year of their parents. 

To gather trustworthy information from negroes as to age seems 
almost a hopeless undertaking, for about one-half of the negro school 
children questioned had no idea how old they were or on what day 
or in what month or year they were born. 

The information gathered from white children is much more de- 
tailed and trustworthy than that gathered from negroes. 

The foregoing remarks apply not only to families of laborers and 
farmers, but to educated families, to professional families, to leading 
families in a community, and they apply much more generally than 
one would suspect before attempting to gather the information. 

The condition described is additional evidence in favor of a rapid 
extension of birth registration and issuance of birth-registration cer- 
tificates to parents, for the subject is one of practical application not 
only in legal but also in medical matters. 



THE PURITY AND STRENGTH OF HOUSEHOLD REMEDIES. 

VARIATIONS IN PURITY AND STRENGTH OF WIDELY USED DRUGS AND PREPARATIONS 
A POSSIBLE SOURCE OF DANGER TO THE PATIENT. 

By Martin I. Wilbeet, Technical Assistant, Division of Pharmacology, Hygienic Laboratory, United 

States Public Health Service. 

Up to the present time insufficient authoritative information is 
available regarding the variability of drug action due either to the 
condition of the patient or to the differences in the strength and 
purity of the several drugs or preparations used as remedies for the 
prevention or cure of diseases. 

That these causes of variation in drug action involve problems of 
considerable importance is evidenced by the fact that the normal 
metabolic processes of the human organism are readily interfered 
with, and that no two persons will react exactly alike to physical or 
chemical stimuli. 

While the problems involved in the differences in the reaction of 
the human organism to the effect of medicines because of idiosyncrasy 
or special susceptibility of the patient are as yet largely beyond the 



